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NEXT MEETING 
Tues. January 13 
6:30 p.m.  
ON ZOOM! 
If you don’t get a link 
by email, contact 
President Janice M. 
 
 
Refreshments 
Anything you want to 
get yourself at home! 
 
 
January Birthdays 

  7—Nancy D. 
10—Holly R. 
21—Sue N. 
30—Tracey H. 

sending them by email. If you drop them off, provide two copies: one for mailing to the State Chairs and one for our records. 
Honors Committee April Maska will again chair the Honors Committee for Honor Roll and Order of the Lily, continuing the tradition of having the immediate past president in this role. She will select committee members who most recently received these honors to help with de-cision-making. April will be in touch with you regarding your nominations for these es-teemed recognitions. 
Day of Service The Day of Service is quickly approaching—January 19th. Thank you to everyone who has signed up to help on that day. We have several mem-bers who have committed to donating or participating, and your contributions are greatly appreciated. 
Meetings As a reminder, our January 13th meeting will be on Zoom. An email with the Zoom link will be sent with the agenda closer to the meeting. Our Feb-ruary meeting will be at the West Deptford Middle School.  In Federation friendship, 
      Janice  

“What	I	want	is	so	simple		
I	almost	can’t	say	it:		
elementary	kindness.”	
	 –	Barbara Kingsolver January is the month for start-ing anew—a time to recommit to our goals and aspirations. If you watch television, you’ll  notice that many of the adver-tisements focus on health and itness, with companies eager to support our wellness jour-neys. Personally, after indulg-ing in holiday cookies and a bit too much cheer, I am refocus-ing on my own health.  But my intentions go beyond just physical well-being. This year, I want to remind myself to be kind in words and spirit. 

 It isn’t always easy, especially when life presents challenges, but I will keep trying, and I hope you will too. 
Reporting As I enter my inal quarter as president and re lect on all we have accomplished, I am ex-tremely proud of us. Now, it is time for Committee Chairs to document our achievements for 2025 and submit statistics and narratives to NJSFWC. If you have kept project reports for each activity, preparing the annual report should be a straightforward process. If you are uncertain about what to write, you can visit the NJSFWC website, where you’ll ind  MATERIALS/Annual Reports, Forms, In-structions, and video presenta-tions. The tutorials by Chris Sien-kielewski, First Vice President, are especial-ly helpful.  Please sub-mit your re-ports to me by January 15th—either by dropping them off or 

President’s Message Janice Morrison 

V o l u m e  3 2  ~  I s s u e  5  
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A real friend is 
one who walks 
in when the rest 
of the world 
walks out.  
        —Walter  
           Winchell 

First Vice President Jody Harris 

uled, to both the speaker and the member that suggested them. I am currently schedul-ing into second half of 2026. Our next speaker will be in February, when we next meet in person. Thank you to those who submitted names of speakers. 
Programs for 2026 If you have an interesting topic and would like to invite a speaker for the 2026 year, please email Jody Harris at  Jodyanddavid804@aol.com. Below is our speaker list for the remainder of this club year. I am looking to book speakers into the fall. 
• January 2026: Zoom Mtg,,  No speaker 
• February: Nurse practitioner to discuss Woman’s Health 
• March: Warren Evans –  Bene its of solar power  
• April: ECO Plastic Products  
• May: David Harris – Senior Health and Fitness is May 
• June: End of Year Dinner/Installation – No speaker Thank you for your continued cooperation/support with our fundraising projects, as well as assisting me to locate speakers of interest for us. There is no speaker for our January Zoom meeting, but there is a speaker being inalized for our Febru-ary meeting.            —Jody  

Thank you to everyone who has participated in our fall fundraisers; the hoagie sale, the basket raf le, and our poinsettia sale. The only fund-raisers left are our La Sicilia nights that are scheduled for January and February. Last year, it was decided to cut back on fundraisers, so I really need as much participation as possible in these last two La Sicilia evenings. 
Poinsettia Sale  When you read this, our sale will have ended. I’m pleased to share with you that we sold 56 poinsettias, giving us a pro it of $260.40  

La Sicilia Our December 17, fundraiser, yielded us a pro it of $78.91 Our next fundraiser is sched-uled for January 22, 2026 and our inal date is February 
26, 2026. If you are not famil-iar with this fundraiser, La  Sicilia will give us 20% of  the funds collected during  the hours of 4 to 8 p.m. The 

patrons have to mention the Woman’s Club of West Dept-ford when ordering. This will be accepted for both takeout and delivery. This was a very productive fundraiser for us last year. Looking forward to your assistance in promoting these evenings. Please ask your family, friends, neigh-bors, anyone you feel may be able to assist us with this fundraiser. 
Volunteer Hours At this point, I am still missing hours from several people. The fourth quarter is now over, and I would like any out-standing hours that you may have to be send to me by the night of our meeting, as I also have to give these to Janice to include in her report. At this point, you should start collect-ing hours for January of 2026, which will start the irst quar-ter hours. Thank you to those that have been sending me your hours monthly. Please make sure you are also keep-ing a record of your hours,  as they will be needed for  end-of-year reporting if you participated in a committee  or a project. 
Speakers/Programs If you would like to suggest a speaker, please reach out with their name and what they would be speaking about. I  also need their contact infor-mation, and a brief biography to be used as an introduction. In turn, I will send out a con-irmation with the month that the speaker has been sched-
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Happy New Year Members!  Welcome to our newest members!  I am looking forward to getting to know you and working with you for our community. The best way to get to know the club and our mem-bers is to join a committee that  interests you and attend meetings.  I will be sending out a list of our committees to all our new mem-bers for your review.  
Secret Pals 2025 Secret Pal program concluded 

at the December Dinner meeting. The “Secret Pals” all enjoyed re-ceiving their surprise gifts throughout the year. I will be ask-ing who is interested in participat-ing in Secret Pals for the new year. Secret Pals will continue if we have enough members who are  interested.  
Orientation Our Annual Orientation program will be held in May again this year. Look for more information to come.  

Let us con-tinue to work to-gether for the better-ment of our community.             —Ann 

Congrats to Brady Cobb, grandson of Linda & Bill J., for two recent awards. WDHS FOOTBALL Schol-ar/Athlete Award and the South Jersey Touchdown Club All-Academic Team Award.  Congrats to Jake Cobb, MASSACHU-SETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLO-GY All-Conference Honoree for his highly ranked GPA and athletic Award. Proud grandparents, Linda & Bill J.!  Dear card-making ladies, Thank you so much for the gift card! That was so nice of you! But even more, thank you all for always being willing to come make cards. It’s so much more fun when we do it together! And I’m sure our cards brightened the holidays for the  recipients.  —Hugs, Dee Dear Jody, I want to thank you for being a  fantastic Secret Pal this year. You made every month extra special for me. The gifts and surprises were all perfect and were things that are so me. I hope you and your family had a wonderful holiday and may 2026 bring you good health, happiness, and good fortune.   —Warmly, April  

Card Making We completed our popular Card Making Activity on December 4th. Some members could not attend but the group created 100 holiday cards for Atlas Nursing Home. The cards were delivered to the Activities Di-rector, who was very appreciative.  She also appreciated the craft sup-plies that we donated. These sup-plies were donated by Kristen Cer-vantes from Gloucester County. Shout out to Kristen!!  
Holiday Centerpieces We created the Holiday Centerpieces for the Holiday Dinner, which turned 

out beautiful! This was a fun activity for our committee members.  Looking forward to more fun crea-tive activities.  

Ann Caswell 2nd Vice President/Membership 

Arts and Culture Ann Caswell 
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Walking with a friend 
in the dark is better 
than walking alone in 
the light.  
   —Helen Keller 

The volunteers completed the irst half of the school year, implementing a lex scheduling system. This became a great success with the teach-ers and volunteers. What a lurry of months October, November, and December were! We all enjoyed the ac-tivities the teachers and  children included us in.  

We feel accomplished as to our tasks in the classroom and the appreciation we feel with the accumulated hugs and thank you’s we receive.  We are all looking forward to the New Year with new experi-ences and possibly challenges in working with the children. We will enjoy every minute we have with them.  

Community Impact Program Sandy Mastrangelo 
Carol Dechen 

“Helping Hands~Happy Hearts”  

Thank you! Thank you! Our end of the year numbers for 2025 are as follows.  We donated 51 Duf le Bags with a total of $1325.00 In Kind Donations and 120  Volunteer Hours. 

Family Promise has been  assisting hard-working low-income families with hous-ing insecurities since 2005 through partnerships with local houses of worship, community partners, and the local businesses. 

Family Promise of Southwest New Jersey  

Family Promise Jeannette Wood 

Their goal for 2026 and be-yond is to serve more fami-lies. More than 1,500 school-aged children in our area are identi ied as homeless by the New Jersey Department of Education annually.  So this year we hope to con-tinue helping children by providing duf le bags. 
Thank you so much for 
your continued support to 
help the homeless in our 
community!  

EMMANUEL CANCER FOUNDATION held its  
annual Holiday Party. Several of our ladies 
helped wrap gi s and helped out at the party. 
It's so wonderful seeing kids with cancer and 
their families so happy for the holidays!  
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Socially Speaking Jody Harris 

Please read through the list of events and social outings scheduled. Check dates, times, and RSVP dates where 
noted. Thank you. 
WELCOME 2026! 

 
WEDNESDAY, January 7, 2026: 
“Zoom “Book Club – 7pm 
RSVP	by	January	4th	to	Jody	if	you	
would	like	to	attend.	We will be dis-cussing Rabbit Moon by Jennifer Haigh. Next Book Club is scheduled for: Wednesday, April 8, 2026. The book selected for discussion will be: Ste-phen Kings’s 11/22/63. 
WEDNESDAY, January 28:  
Trivia Night at Hollywood Café 
– 7pm 
RSVP	by	January	15th	to	Jody	if	you	
would	like	to	attend.	A count is need-ed two weeks in advance, as they have limited space.  This should be a lot of fun. Thank you to those who have already reached out to me to be placed on our list.  
TUESDAY, February 10, 2026: 
Galentine’s Day Pollyanna – 
following our meeting. “A day for women to celebrate their friendships with their lady friends.” If you wish to participate, we ask that 

you bring in a small wrapped gift ($5.00-10.00 max.). All the gifts will be placed on a designated table and as you put down a gift you pick a number. When we get to the desig-nate time, we will pick our gifts based on the numbers. Everyone who brings a gift will go home one.  
WEDNESDAY, February 25: 
Dessert Night at Seven Star  
– 7pm 
RSVP	by	February	16,	2026	if	you	
would	like	to	attend.	There is no bet-ter way to spend an evening than with friends enjoying a dessert, a hot tea, coffee, cocoa, and conversation. As always, you are responsible for your own evening snack. 
FYI: Phillies Last year, I was able to schedule a Phillies Game Night Out (for June). I reached my contact and sent out an email with all the information. Check your email!  As always, if you have any ideas for a social event you think club members might enjoy, reach out to a member of our Committee. Your Social Committee: Linda C., Robin E., Peggy G., Cynthia H-B.,  and Chair Jody H.  

MANY THANKS to our social 
commi ee for pu ng on such  
a wonderful holiday dinner. 
Everyone enjoyed the food and 
our social me together, includ-
ing our cookie exchange and or-
nament exchange. 
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Health and Wellness Carol Dechen 

Red Cross Blood Drive As we discussed before, Advo-cates for Children will partner with Health and Wellness at a blood drive on January 30th from 12pm - 5pm at St Paul’s Methodist Church. 

Advocates for Children will be asking our membership to pro-vide child care to people do-nating blood. We will need some of your time and some craft supplies and games. I will send an email for volunteers to sign up.  
Crayon Recycling Project Please collect and bring your used and broken crayons to our meetings for The Crayon Initiative. The crayons are  

recycled into new crayons and distributed to children in hospitals. This is an ongoing project. In 2025 we donated 72 pounds of crayons.  
Ronald McDonald House Please bring your soda tabs to our meetings. We take them to RMH -South Jersey where they recycle them to support the program. Thank you all.  

 
There is nothing on 
this earth more to  
be prized than true 
friendship.  
    —Thomas Aquinas 

Karen Hink Advocates for Children 

GIVE Blood and  
Help Save Lives!!! WHY?... According to WebMD.com, someone in the US needs a blood transfusion every 2 seconds. Blood dis-eases, car accidents, surgery or even giving birth are just a few reasons to replenish Red Cross blood supply. Surprisingly, I have been told that during the winter months blood donations are down and right now are crit-ically low. Less people are donating for many reasons; it’s cold, its dark, the holiday rush and aftermath of the holidays or just overall less interested. Plenty of reasons, but the problem is we still need to have blood supplies available and not just for emergencies. This is where we come in. Health and Wellness is col-laborating with Advocates 

for Children to promote and support St. Paul’s Blood Drive on January 30th,  12pm-5pm. Now you might ask “Why these two commit-tees?” Health and Wellness wants to support the blood drive and thought it would be great to offer childcare services for those who want to give blood but are re-stricted because they have childcare needs. Great idea, right! Please spread the word and help us support our community by donating and broadcasting the need for blood. I’ll be there and hope to see you there too. 

And FYI, St. Paul does a monthly Blood Drive. Yup, every last Friday of every month same time and same place. 
EXTRA…. EXTRA I’ve included some im-portant links to help you un-derstand blood donation. https://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/blood-types-what-to-know https://www.redcrossblood.org/donate-blood/how-to-donate/types-of-blood-donations.html  
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History Spotlight Linda Jones 

Welcome New Year 2026! A new year brings new ideas and events built on the past. History allows us to understand the impor-tance of stories that impact society and help to shape an understanding of how far our journey has taken us. The following interesting story links the past with the present in the area of equality so long ago lobbied, advo-cated, and worked toward.  
National Monument Last month, women across America donated funds through the GFWC (General Federation of Women's Clubs) to monetarily support and partner with the Women's Suffrage National Monument Foundation. In appreciation, the foundation has gift-ed us with a historic and iconic bust of a very important suffragist, name-ly, Inez Milholland. The bust will be represented in a prominent location at Headquarters in Washington, D.C. Further information about construc-tion will be provided in the future as the monument's location was inal-ized to be built on 19th Street and Constitution Avenue on the National Mall surrounded by all the major monuments. History in the making!  

Who was she?  Inez Milholland (Boissevain) was a labor lawyer, peace activist, and leading American suffragist. She campaigned aggressively for  

women's rights. In 1913 she led the dramatic Woman Suffrage Proces-sion on horseback in advance of President Woodrow Wilson's in-augural parade in Washington, D.C. Known as "the most beautiful suffra-gette," she rode a white horse, wore  a lowing white cloak and a crown upon her head while leading the  procession. Her commitment at the parade conveyed her as an advocate for social change and women's rights along with the reputation of being a talented speaker. She used her re-sources from being in an upper-class New York City family to organize fundraisers. Astride her horse named "Gray Dawn" Inez led thousands of women marching down Pennsylva-nia Avenue in the irst organized march in Washington, D.C.  

Milholland continued giving speech-es in the U.S. and England as World War I brewed in Europe. She be-lieved in equal rights for everyone, prompting her legacy to live on in years to come. Her involvement in the women's suffrage movement  inspired the creation of the comic book character Wonder Woman. In the comic story Wonder Woman rides on horseback leading a demon-stration.  Even though she only lived to the age of 30, she left a legacy ighting for justice and equality. The Milk Racket 

of Paula Von Gunther in 1940 was written to follow the story of Inez Milholland and thwarted plots be-tween a hero and villain in comic books.  This historical gift of a suffrage bust of Milholland was given for the GFWC's leadership under Pres-ident Suellen Brazil and the com-mitment to bring the vision of a Washington D.C. monument to life. Wishing everyone a new year illed with days that inspire you to grow, learn, and create memories through your volunteer spirit.  
HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
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A friend is someone 
who gives you total 
freedom to be 
yourself.  
        —Jim Morrison 

District Council Want to sign up for the Janu-ary 15th District Council at Riverton Porch Club? Please contact Cynthia right away.  The meeting will be in per-son, weather permitting. All clubwomen are welcome and encouraged to attend. We have 7 people going. We are carpooling & leaving from Riverwinds at 9 AM.  Regis-tration starts at 9:30 and the meeting starts at 10 AM.  Come and see what other clubs are doing! 
Operation Holiday  
Stockings made News12! Click or copy this link to view: https://www.facebook.com/reel/1254356983277465 

Federation News Cynthia Holmes-Butler 

Honors April Maska Dear Club Sisters, It is that time of year where we choose a couple special mem-bers of our club for the NJSFWC Honor Roll and Order of the Lily.  All of you do so much for our club and the community and are so deserving. If you have some-one in mind that you would like 

to nominate, please email me with your nomination and a short summary of all that they do for the club. I would like to have your recommendation by January 16th.  Your yearbook contains a list of those who have already been honored. I already have my committee and we will be choosing our honorees by the end of the month.  

Thank you for all you do for the WCWD.  —April, Honors Chair  
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Civic Engagement & Outreach Cynthia Holmes-Butler 

Day of Service Janice sent out an email about our Day of Service Activity. We are mak-ing sandwiches on ML King Day, Jan-uary 19th, for about 100 seniors at St. Paul's Church in West Deptford and providing them with a lunch! Thank you for your donations and for volunteering your time to help at this very worthwhile cause. 
Donations If you have any 2025 information for food and/or clothing donations that 

you have NOT reported yet please send it to me right away. Since we are meeting on Zoom in  January, please drop off any food  donations at my house: 534 Hunter St. Woodbury. You can leave it on my front porch. Please text me irst  to make sure that I’m home.  856-217-2962. Pixie has hurt her leg and Nancy B. has been in the hospital so they won’t be collecting right now. Sue Combs will take clothing donations at her house. 

Thank you for your generosity!  

Domestic Violence Awareness Linda Marple 

Volunteer Training See below for info about the Domes-tic Violence and Sexual Assault Vol-unteer training. It will involve com-pleting 60 hours of training via zoom. You are expected to dedicate a year of service and attend at least six monthly volunteer meetings, most  by zoom. Others are in person in Gloucester Co. The dates of the train-ing are January 13, in person, and 15, 20, 22, 27 29, Feb. 3, 5, 10, 12 on zoom & Feb. 17 in person. The date to apply has expired but if you call Ramisa at 856.630.5688 I am certain she would arrange an inter-view. We are desperate for more vol-unteers. Call me with any questions you might have. 
New Chair Needed Now for some unexpected news. I am resigning as chair of the DV commit-tee after over 10 years as chair.  I hope someone will contact our president, Janice Morrison, and let her know you would be interested in becoming chair of this committee. It is easy to do. Essentially, all you have 

to do is write an article about Do-mestic Violence Awareness each month for Tidbits. It is easy to ind information online. Hopefully, you could get a person or two to help. I will stay on the committee.  Also, collections are made 3 times a year. Our next collection is in Febru-ary. I will be at the meeting and will help. You go to WAWA to purchase $25 gift certi icates and if you have enough money a $95 Visa card. There is an extra charge to buy the Visa card, about $5. You can then give me the cards and I will continue to deliver them to the safe house. You need to keep track of the money collect-ed for the end of the year re-port. I will be very glad to help you. You do NOT have to take the training to chair or be on this committee. 
Collection in February Finally to all members February is one of our collections. This year we are only collecting cash donations for the purchase of gift cards as above. The women 

who go into the shelter are very needy. Some might have left in a  hurry with only the clothes on them. That is what the $95 card is for. The $25 card is for the women and chil-dren to have some spending cash for incidentals. Our club has always been very generous and I hope this Febru-ary will continue to be the same.  Thank you.  

WREATHS OF REMEMBRANCE: 
Thanks to Kristen C. for helping lay 
wreaths at the veteran’s cemetery. 
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 Special State Project 
New Jersey Children’s Alliance 

Denise Pitchford 

I have learned 
that to be with 
those I like is 
enough.  
—Walt Whitman 

Our Sponsors 
BASKET RAFFLE 
2025                     April Maska Thank you to our gold sponsors: 
• Solvay-Syensqo Specialty  Polymers USA, LLC 
• Keller Insurance  
•  Bukenas Automotive  

• (2) Sets of Pajamas – Ka-
ren Hink 

• (2) Sweat Suit – Girl size 6 & Boy size 10 
• (2) Sets of Underwear – Girl size 6 & Boy size 10 
• (2) Socks – Girl/Boy 
• (2 each) Towel & Washcloth 
• (2) Flip Flops or Slippers 
• (2 sets) Toiletries (travel size: Toothbrush, tooth-paste, soap, shampoo, hair conditioner, hair ties, brush/comb) 
• (2) Lap size blankets – 

(small) Debbie Hinkle 
• (2 of each) Activity Books, Reading Books, Sketch Book, Notepad, Pencils, Crayons, Pens 
• (2 of each) Stuffed Animal (small) or small game or toy 
• Please -- No food items 

Operation Duffle Bag Happy New Year! The Special State Project Committee is looking forward to our irst project of 2026, which is Op-eration Duf le Bag. NJSFWC is asking for each NJ club to show their generous spirit by collecting items to ill 2 duf le bags with necessities for chil-dren who leave their home overnight in an emergency. These duffel bags will be dropped off to our local Child Advocacy Center right here in Woodbury.  These are the items we are looking to collect for two chil-dren (Girl size 6 & Boy size 10) – ages approximately 6 and 10.  
•  Money to purchase (2) duf-fel bags and gift cards 

We will collect all items at the February meeting. You may al-so drop off to one of the com-mittee members. Please con-
tact Denise by email 
denisepitch3@ gmail.com 
irst BEFORE purchasing, so 

we don’t get too many dupli-
cates. Please state how many and what item you will be pur-chasing. Thank you! Denise Pitchford, Karen Hink, Jeannette Wood, Debbie Hinkle, Pixie O’Hara 





P.O. Box 381 West Deptford, NJ 08086  President: Janice Morrison president@wdwomen.org  Membership: Ann Caswell 856-534-3077 membership@wdwomen.org 

GFWC  
Woman ’s  C lub  
o f  Wes t  Dept fo rd  

Community	Service	
Spiced	with	Friendship	and	Fun	

UPCOMING 
January 7: Zoom Book Club 
January 12: NJSFWC Zoom 

Treasurer’s Workshop 
Jan. 13: Club Meeting on Zoom  
Jan. 15: Garden District Council 

Jan. 22: La Sicilia Fundraiser 
January 28: Trivia Night at 

Hollywood 
January 31: Tidbits Deadline 

February 10: Regular Meeting at 
the Middle School with 

Galentine’s Day gift exchange 
Feb. 14: Valentine’s Day 

Feb. 16: District Day of Service 
Feb. 25: Dessert Night at 7* 
Feb. 26 La Sicilia Fundraiser 

Website: wdwomen.com 
Facebook: 

womansclubofwestdeptford 
Instagram: wcofwestdeptford 

 

Committee 
Collection 
Schedule 
♦ Every month—Food 

pantries 

♦ Special State 
Project — Priority 

♦ January: Advocates 
for Children, Health & 
Wellness 

♦ February: Domestic 
Violence 

♦ March: Advocates for 
Children; Health and 
Wellness 

♦ April: Domestic 
Violence 

♦ May: Education/GCI,  

♦ June: Civic Engage-
ment & Outreach 

♦ September: 
Advocates for Children 

♦ October: Domestic 
Violence, Family 
Promise 

♦ November Civic 
Engagement & 
Outreach, Health & 
Wellness 
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